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Coastlines offer some of the best scenery and recreation areas, yet they also rank among the most

hazardous areas to live. The world's coastline extends for about 273,000 miles, and nearly half of

the world's population lives within 60 miles of the shoreline. The coastal zone is extremely critical for

the world's economy, culture, and future survival, but it is also one of the most hazardous

environments and the site of most of the world's deadliest disasters. "The Coast" focuses on the

characteristic landforms and environments found in the coastal zone as well as the processes that

form these landforms. Coverage also includes the many coastal hazards that threaten our

environment, including cliff erosion from wave and storm action, the hazards associated with

powerful tides, and the consequences of long-shore sediment transport. In addition to an

examination of some of the worst coastal disasters that have occurred from 1900 to 2007 - including

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, a special chapter is devoted to the city of New Orleans, including its

geological and natural history and why it is so at risk for coastal disasters.Enhanced with vivid

photographs taken by the author, this book is a must for middle and high school students with an

interest in this fascinating topic. Chapters include: Characteristic Landforms and Environments of

the Coastal Zone; Origin of Coastal Hazards: Coastal Processes; Effects of Rising Sea Levels and

Coastal Subsidence; Examples of Coastal Hazards and Disasters (1900-2007); and New Orleans:

The City Most at Risk for Coastal Disaster in the United States.
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